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HE celebrated love-story of our 
greatest Admiral, Lord Nelson, 

and the beautiful Emma, Lady Hamilton 
is one of the most famous romantic 
tales of history. From the moment 
when he fell under her spell on his 
return to Naples from the Nile, in 
September, 1798, Nelson never wavered 
in his devotion, and the strength of his 
love remains for ever recorded in his 
tender last letter to her on the eve of 
the battle of Trafalgar, which runs, 
‘‘ My Dearest beloved Emme, the dear 
friend of my bosom, The signal has 
been made that the Enemy's Combined 
fleet are coming out of Port. We have 
very little Wind, so that I have no 
hopes of seeing them before to-morrow. 
May the God of Battles crown my 
endeavours with success, at all events 
I will take care that my name shall ever 
be most dear to you and Horatia, both 


Continued.) 

Lady Hamilton as she appeared in 1800, 
at the age of thirty-five. It will be 
remembered that Nelson travelled across 
Europe with her and Sir William 
Hamilton when Sir William was re- 
called from Naples in 1800. It is 
described by Emma in an inscription in 
her own handwriting on the back, 
which runs as follows, ‘ This portrait 
of Emma Hamilton was in all the 
Battles with the virtuous, gallant and 
heroic Nelson. He called it his Guardian 
Angel ; and thought he could not be 
victorious if he did not see it in the 
midst of Battle, he used to say, under 
his Banner. I grieve this fatal 21st 
day of October when he gloriously fell, 
and ordered Captain Hardy to bring it 
to me.’ We reproduced this portrait 
in full colour as a page in our Christmas 
Number of 1943. The miniature which 
we also reproduce on this page is 


mentioned by Thieme Becker, who 
gives the information that John Dunn 
(who usually signed himself ‘“* Dun ’’) 
painted for Nelson at Naples a miniature 
on ivory of Lady Hamilton, which he 
wore at the Battle of Trafalgar. It 
was taken from his neck after his 
death, and passed from Nelson's effects 
into the possession of Miss Ouvry, who 
exhibited it at the Miniature Exhibition 


in London in 1865, where it was 
Continued below. 


of whom I love as much as my own 
life, and as my last writing before the 
Battle will be to you, so I hope in God 
I shall live to finish my letter after the 
Battle. May Heaven bless you prays 
your Nelson and Bronté.’’ The por- 
traits reproduced on this page are the 
two which Nelson cherished greatly. 
The pastel portrait by Johann Heinrich 
Schmidt, Court painter in Dresden, was 
painted from life in Dresden, and shows 

[Continued opposite. 





*“LADY HAMILTON 
AS A BACCHANTE "' ; 
BY JOHN DUNN 
(WHO USUALLY SIGNED 
HIMSELF ‘DUN ’’), 
WORN BY NELSON 
AT THE 
BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR 
AND TAKEN 
FROM HIS NECK 
AFTER HIS DEATH. 
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described as having been 
purchased from ‘the sale 
of the effects of Sir Alex. 
Davidson, Lord Nelson's 
private secretary,’ who is 
presumably Alexander 
Davison, Lord Nelson's prize 
agent and personal friend. 
The evidence that the minia- 
ture was worn at Trafalgar 
is in the sale catalogue of 
the property of Alexander 
Davison, sold by Farebrother, 
April 21, 1817, and fifteen 
following days—only twelve 
years after Trafalgar; ‘‘ 7th 
day, April 28th : “ Lot 830: 
An exquisite miniature of 
Lady Hamilton, with her 
hair and initials at the back, 
worn by the Immortal Nelson SHOWING SOME OF EMMA HAMILTON'S 
at the time of his Death."’ 

It was purchased in this sale HAIR PLAITED AND HER INITIALS 
by John North and left by “E.H"' IN HAIR IN THE CENTRE, 
FRAMED IN GOLD WIRE AND PEARLS ; 
THE BACK OF THE MINIATURE WHICH 
NELSON WORE AT THE BATTLE OF 

TRAFALGAR. 


‘HIS GUARDIAN ANGEL '': NELSON'S 
PORTRAIT OF EMMA, LADY HAMILTON, 
BY JOHANN HEINRICH SCHMIDT 
(1749-1829), WHICH WAS HIS MOST him to his widow, who 
CHERISHED POSSESSION, AND HUNG bequeathed it to her niece, 

: Miss Ouvry. Mrs. North, in 
IN HIS CABIN DURING HIS LATER Continued below, left. 

BATTLES. 


Continued.] 
a letter of April 19, 1817, wrote to her brother in India: ‘‘ Yesterday She was the daughter of Henry Lyon, a blacksmith, and it 


I went to town to see some fine Pictures, Plate and Furniture will be remembered that she passed from the protection of 
that was to be sold by Mr. A. Davison, in St. James's Square.’’ Charles Greville to that of his uncle Sir William Hamilton. She 
Emma's beauty has been recorded in many famous portraits lived with Hamilton in Naples, where he was the British Minister, 
by Romney, but the wistful tenderness which characterises and he married her in 1791. She is credited with successfully 
the likenesses we-~réproduce on this page makes it easy to furthering the British cause through her intimacy with Queen 
understand why they were so specially cherished by her lover. Maria Carolina of Naples. 









































THE LIKENESSES OF EMMA, LADY HAMILTON, THAT LORD NELSON TOOK INTO BATTLE 


WITH HIM. THE MINIATURE WHICH HUNG ROUND HIS NECK, AND A PASTEL PORTRAIT. 
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